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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHt4gZrHSYw
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The secretjslskei

Everyone loves the Peter
Rabbit stories, but few
know the truth about
BEATRIX POTTER. Now a
new film reveals her as
a sad and lonely woman
who wrote in code to
disguise her feelings.

By MARY GREENE

young woman locked away in
an imaginary world sits down to
paint a familiar scene. Before
our eyes, the mischievous Peter
4 Rabbit comes to life, racing
Wacross Mr MacGregor’s garden,
losmg one shoe and then another before
snaring himself in a gooseberry net with the
buttons of his blue jacket.

Those scenes are now, of course, a national
treasure, a cornerstone of childhood across the
decades. But, in fact, they hide the desperate
sadness of Peter’s creator, a lonely girl locked
away from life by over-protective parents who
refused to let her grow up.
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N
Clockwise from
ahbove: Renée
Zellweger as
Beatrix with Ewan
5., McGregor, who
plays her first
fiancé, Norman
Warne; Beatrix's

. Lake District
home, Hill Top
farm, and with one
of her many pets.
Below: The Tailor
Of Gloucester
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